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ABSTRACT

@lJMOYR This study aimed at comparison of social anxiety with bullying—victim behavior in students
with and without learning disability.

The method of the study was descriptive and it was a causal— comparative one. The statistical
population of the study included all students with learning disabilities who referred to the educational
centers of Germi city in the 2019-2020 academic year and normal students (without learning disorder) of
the same city, of whom 60 people (30 people with learning disabilities and 30 people without learning
disabilities) were selected by available sampling method.

For collecting the data social anxiety questionnaire and Olivious bullying-victim
questionnaire were used. Multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) was used to analyze data.
The results of variance showed that there was a significant difference between the two groups in
social anxiety and bullying — victim behavior (P<0/001). In other words, the results showed that the
level of social anxiety in the group of students with learning disabilities was higher than the group
of students without learning disabilities and to the level of bullying — victim behavior in the group

Key words: of students with learning disabilities was more than the group of students without learning

Social Anxiety, disabilities.

Bullying- Victim The results of the study showed that students with learning disabilities have a higher risk of

Behavior, Learning developing behavioral problems (bullying—victimization). Therefore, academic programs to parents and

Disability. educators are necessary to prevent behavior disorders and on time diagnosis and treatment of them.
Extended Abstract In DSM 5, learning disabilities have been

1. Introduction

renamed data-specific learning disabilities, and
reading disabilities, writing disabilities, and math

earning disability is one of the biggest disorders, each of which was previously
and perhaps the most controversial considered an independent disorder, now are
categories of education (Ashkani & included as a specific learning disability specifier
Heidari, 2014).  In fact, learning (Ganji & Ganji, 2013). One of the variables that
disability is a condition in which a is likely to be disturbed due to the presence of
person is deficient in the development specific learning disorder problems in students is
of academic skills in the fields of social ~anxiety (Freilich &  Shechtman,
reading, ~mathematics or  writing 2010). Anxiety is considered abnormal when it
(Afrooz,  Ghasemzadeh,  Taziki, is in response to situations that are difficult to

Mohajerani & Dalvand, 2014).

cope with (Bolboli, Habibi & Rajabi, 2013).
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Social anxiety refers to anxiety with the experience of
panic that occurs in interpersonal situations with
performance (Qavami, Fatehizadeh, Faramarizi,
Nouriamamzadeh, 2013; Bahrami, Abolghasemi &
Narimani, 2012). Researchers have noticed
psychosocial issues among people with learning
disabilities for a long time. These issues are caused by
nervous problems and lead to academic failures, which
in turn lead to increased feelings of frustration, anger,
guilt, or shame, which can lead to social anxiety,
depression, or low self-esteem to follow (Mcbrayer,
2012). Abbasi (2016) compared social anxiety in
students with and without special learning disabilities
in his research. The results showed that there is a
significant difference between the two groups in social
anxiety.  Hasanvand  amoozadeh,  Hasanvand
amoozadeh & Hasanvand amoozadeh, (2013) also
showed in his research that these students (learning
disability) suffer from social anxiety. Another variable
associated with learning disabilities is bullying-victim
behavior. Bullying at school is one of the most
problematic behaviors in adolescence that has recently
attracted the attention of researchers in the field of
educational psychology (Patchin & Hinduja, 2011).
The results of some studies showed that people with
disabilities reported their school experience horrific.
They reported that they did not receive any help for
their educational problems and were ridiculed by their
peers, which can be a matter of self-respect and reduce
the self-concept of these children and provideed the
ground for negative internal and external reactions
(Leary, Schrendorfer & Haupt, 1995). That can be
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considered in line with the findings of Yu et al (2006),
Shahim (2003) and Bryan et al (1983). The aim of this
study was to compare social competence with
bullying- victim behavior in students with and without
learning disabilities.

2. Materials and Methods

This research was applied in terms of aim and
descriptive- causal- comparative in terms of
information collection way. The statistical population
included all male and female high school students in
Germi City in the academic year of 2019-2020. From
this population, 60 individuals (30 normal students)
were selected by multi-stage cluster sampling method
and (30 students with learning disabilities) by
available method.

3. Results

Results of multivariate analysis of variance for general
comparison of groups on mean scores of the studied
variables gave in Table 1. Multivariate analysis of
variance (MANOVA) was used for inferential analysis
and to test the research hypotheses. The result of the
value (sig) in the table is 005. This means that there is a
relationship between the named variable. In the other
words, the results showed that the level of social anxiety
in the group of students with learning disabilities was
highter than the group of students without learning
disabilities and to the level of bullying-victim behavior
in the group of students with learning disabilities was
more than the group of students without learning
disabilities.

Table 1. Results of multivariate variance on mean social anxiety, victim behavior and bullying behavior in students with
learning disabilities

Sources Dependent variable SS Df MS F Sig Eta
social anxiety 3124/817 1 3124/817 13/210 0/001 0/186
victim behavior 190/817 1 190/817 8/605 0/005 0/129
Group bullying behavior 205/350 1 205/350 73/144 0/000 0/558
social anxiety 13720/167 58 236/555
victim behavior 1286/167 58 22/175
Error bullying behavior 162/833 58 2/807
social anxiety 201549 60
Total victim behavior 10141 60
bullying behavior 6631 60
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

The aim of this study was to compare social anexiety
with bullying-victim behavior in students with and
without wind disability. The results of this study
showed that the mean scores of social anexiety and
bullying-victim behavior were significantly higher in
students with learning disabilities than normal
students. Findings indicate that there is a difference in
the score of social anexiety of students with and
without  learning  disabilities. These  students
experience more anxiety in social situations and
especially at school, which affects their performance,
and as a result, they get poor results, which causes low
self-efficacy and self-esteem in these students which
cause them to enjoy less social health. In other words,
high anxiety in social and school situations interferes
with the performance of students with learning
disabilities, and as a result, by obtaining poor results,
they adopt a negative view of themselves and others,
which causes less participation and connection
with others and as a result are less likely to be accepted
and supported by others.

Another result of the present study is the difference in
the score of bullying- victim behavior of students with
learning disabilities and normal that the score of
bullying — victim behavior is students with learning
disabilities is higher. These finding can be considered
in line with those of Leary et al (1995), Kissner et al
(1989), Shahim (2003), Bryan (1983), Hughes et al
(1995) and Yu et al (2006). Also Yu et al (2006) found
that children with learning disabilities are twice like
children without learning disabilities to have high
levels of behavioral problems. Learning disabilities

Autumn 2022. Vol 12. Issue 1

are one the most effective underlying causes of
bullying behaviors. Students are also at risk for
learning disabilities. In explaining this result, it can be
said that researchers, in view of the above and also the
lack of research in this field, and the high prevalence
of learning disabilities in students, economic, social,
educational and family burned and harmful
consequences of these disorders, seek to help identify
better and ultimately appropriate treatment and
education strategies.
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