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ABSTRACT

Article Info: [T This study aimed to investigate the lived experiences of the teachers who have been dealing

with students with Special Learning Disorders (SLD) for years. The research employed a phenomenologi-
cal-qualitative approach.

YEETEEE The data was collected using semi-structural interviews with 9 teachers who had the required
criterion and worked at learning disorder centers in Bandar Abbas. The study participants were selected
through purposeful sampling until the data saturation stage was reached. Then, the data were analyzed
through four stages employing the method proposed by Smith.

G The findings implied six main categories (Moral and behavioral characteristics of SLD Children,
Family Role, School Performance, Teaching Requirements, the Effect of Job on the Teacher’s Life, Remedial
and Educational Facilities) and nineteen sub-categories.

Investigating teachers’ experiences gives families, teachers, and special teaching educators
valuable information to recognize and intervene on time. It also provides multilateral support and helps
improve the status and conditions of children with SLD.
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Extended Abstract Despite the concerns about SLD children, these students
can be helped by early diagnosis and intervention in the
early stages and modification of teaching methods (Padhy,
Goel, Das, Sarkar, Sharma, & Panigrahi, 2016). special
teaching educators play a key role in promoting the devel-
opment of these students’ social, emotional, and education-
al abilities by applying their service strategies (Carnazzo,

Dowdy, Furlong, & Quirk, 2019).

1. Introduction

espite having adequate educational facili-
ties, educational engagement, and average
1Q (Kranzler, Yaraghchi, Matthews, &
Otero-Valles, 2020), children with Spe-
cial Learning Disabilities (SLD) encounter

numerous problems and weaknesses regarding adaptation
and educational attainment (Takeda & Lamichhane,
2018) and the components of emotional and psychological
well-being by entering school (Urfali Dadandi & Sahin,
2018).
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(Marfa, 2015). Although many studies have been con-
ducted in the field of empowerment of children with SLD,
there is a lack of research in our country that especially
deals with the life experiences of teachers who have taught
children with learning disabilities for years and are aware of
the problems, quality of life and services provided to them
in learning centers. Therefore, the current study attempted
to investigate the phenomenology of the experiences of
a group of learning disability teachers working in special
training centers for learning disabilities.

2. Method

The present study is qualitative phenomenological re-
search. After obtaining the necessary permits, two centers
for public learning disabilities in Bandar Abbas were re-
ferred; moreover, teachers who had at least 10 years of ex-
perience working with SLD children were selected by pur-
posive sampling. Data collection continued until saturation
and replication of the findings, in which a total of 9 teachers
were investigated.

Data were collected using a semi-structured interview
method in the present study; furthermore, the interview
with each teacher continued for at least 25 minutes until the
interviewees thought they had provided sufficient informa-
tion to the interviewer. After obtaining permission from the
interviewees, their speeches were recorded. After each in-
terview, the recorded conversation was converted into text
and analyzed by the method proposed by Smith (2009, as
cited in Adib Haj Bagheri, Parvizi, & Salsali, 2017).

Smith’s method includes four primary steps: 1. data pro-
duction, 2. data analysis, 3. combining cases, and 4. writ-
ing and describing the phenomenon. An attempt was made
to allocate sufficient time to collect information to obtain
more accurate data to ensure the acceptability of the data.
In addition, in the present study, the opinions and reviews
of two experts were used. Methods such as setting aside
experiences, knowledge, and beliefs of the researchers be-
fore starting the study, reviewing and constantly comparing
the extracted manuscripts, codes, and tables were used to
enhance the study’s accuracy and reliability.

3. Results

After collecting and analyzing the data, six main themes
and 19 sub-themes were extracted as below: 1. Moral and
behavioral characteristics: According to teachers’ experi-
ences, temperament and behavioral aspects of SLD chil-
dren can be divided into two sub-components of strengths
and abilities. Although these children show problems with
memory, accuracy, attention, communication skills, anxi-
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ety, stress, and lack of self-esteem, they have strengths such
as high intelligence, the ability to progress, and success in
practical skills. 2. Family role: Teachers considered the eco-
nomic, social, and cultural conditions of the family, their
level of cooperation and follow-up, parenting styles, be-
liefs, and attitudes toward learning disabilities as four signif-
icant components in controlling or spreading the problems
of these children. 3. School performance: SLD teachers
believe that school performance is significant in two areas,
first, the diagnosis of learning disabilities, and second, the
attitude and feedback that peers and parents show towards
SLD children. 4. Teaching requirements: This theme refers
to specific teaching prerequisites and requirements that
play a role in achieving success and enjoyment of work and
comprises sub-themes of interest, patience, knowledge and
experience, communication skills, and a spirit of coopera-
tion. 5. The effect of job on the teacher’s life: Teachers’ ex-
periences have shown that their occupations have positively
affected understanding, helping others, and thanking God
and negatively affected family relationships. 6. Remedial
and educational facilities: Lack of educational aids, labor
shortage, and improvement of therapeutic services were
among the teachers’ statements regarding the available fa-
cilities.

4. Conclusion

According to the results of the current study, the themes
of the experiences of teachers working in learning disability
centers were obtained in six main themes, namely moral
and behavioral characteristics, family role, school perfor-
mance, teaching requirements, the effect of the job on the
teacher’s life and remedial and educational facilities. The
findings indicated that participants positively viewed their
occupation and SLD children.

Consistent with previous researchers, they believed that
although SLD children experience multiple emotional,
cognitive, and social problems (Metsala, Galway, Ishaik,
& Barton, 2017; Kasaeian, Kiamanesh, & Bahrami,
2014), they have capabilities and skills in organizational
performance that need consideration and attention (Padhy
et al., 2016). They considered the low level of income and
education of parents, negative attitudes and non-acceptance
of the disorder, unhealthy parenting style, and lack of par-
ticipation in education as effective factors in the develop-
ment of SLD children. They also believed that low aware-
ness and inadequate training of primary school teachers and
the lack of specialized teachers in the school context cause
in late diagnosis of SLD children, which made the interven-
tion process difficult. They emphasized the simultaneous
support of family members, schools, and experts in edu-
cating SLD children. They believed that timely diagnosis,
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intervention, and multilateral support would significantly
improve their educational, social, and emotional well-be-
ing. Finally, they emphasized the need to enhance the re-
cruitment of specialized, interested, and highly cooperative
personnel and increase the facilities of learning disability
centers in new technologies, including computers.
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