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ABSTRACT

[@loJMilH The purpose of the present study was to compare the quality of parent-child relationship and
Received: 2020/04/11 the level of child abuse of mothers who have to children (one with learning disabilities and one children
Accepted: 2022/01/18 with no learning disabilities).

Available Online: 2022/03/06 The research method of the present study is causal-comparative. The statistical population of
the present study included all mothers with one child with learning disabilities and one child with no
learning disabilities with age range of 8 to 12 years old in Qeshm city who referred to the center for
diagnosis and empowerment of government learning disorders in the city to receive services. Sixty
mothers with one child with learning disability and one child without learning disability in 2018- 2019 in
Qeshm port were selected by purposeful sampling. The mothers completed the parent child relationship
scale (PCRS) of Piyanta and their two children completed the Child Abuse Questionnaire.

The results showed a significant difference between child with learning disorder and siblings
without learning disorder in proximity and conflict, the positive relationship was (P<0.0001). The
significant difference between parental child abuse among children with and without learning
disabilities was such that there was a significant difference between child abuse scores (P<0.0001),
physical abuse child (P<0.0001) and neglect (P <0.01).

Key words: These results have shed light on the necessity of taking some actions in order to protect the
Child abuse, Parent- | children with learning disabilities. Also with the knowledge gained about child abuse of children with
child relationship, special learning disabilities, we can take a step towards educating families with children with learning
Learning Disabilities. | disabilities and improving their relationships, and somehow facilitate the treatment of these children.

Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

learning disability is a neurological Learning disabilities include a group of disorders
condition which affects the brain's such as  dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia

ability to send, receive and process
information. A child with a learning
disability may have difficulties in
reading, writing, speaking, listening and
complications  with  understanding
mathematical concepts and general
comprehension.
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and dysgraphia so that each type of disorder may
coexist with another (Lerner, 2013).

Learning disabilities in children can change the
relationship between parents and children because
parents may experience many problems with these
children leading to lots of obstacles in the caring and
intimate parent-child relationships.
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On the other hand, childhood is one of the most
important stages of life and children's personality is
mostly established in this period (Singer, 2006).
Children with this disorder behave in an inappropriate
active way at home so they experience problems such
as internalizing and externalizing symptoms due to the
lack of social skills (Shahim, 2003). In addition to the
poor quality of the parent-child relationship, children
with learning disabilities are also vulnerable to child
abuse by parents. In most countries, child abuse is a
health and social issue that may causes serious harms
to the child which in some cases can even lead to death
therefore investigations on the quality of child parent
relationships and child abuse seems to be of great to
reveal the level of child abuse in families (Dion,
Paquette, Tremblay, Collin-Vezina & Chabot, 2018).
The aim of this study was to compare the extent of
child abuse and the quality of the parent-child
relationship with a child with a learning disability and
their normal child.

2. Materials and Methods
The research method of the present study is causal-
comparative and participants include 60 mothers with
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one learning disability child and another child aged
between 6 to 10 with their children in Qeshm City
during 2018 to 2019 school year were chosen by
purposive sampling method. Pianta child-parent
questionnaire (Driscoll & Pianta, 2011) was applied
for mothers and their two children filled out child
abuse  questionnaire  (Hosseinkhani,  Nedjat,
Majdzadeh, Mahram, Aflatooni, 2014). The data were
analyzed by multivariate covariance test.

3. Results

There was a significant difference between the learning
disability children and their sister or brother on
proximity, conflict and positive relationship. The results
indicated that there was no significant difference on
dependence aspect. Mean difference of mother’s child
abuse aspects between learning disability children and
others demonstrate that there is a significant difference
between emotional child abuse, physical child abuses
scores, neglect and internalizing. In fact, mothers annoy
children with learning disability more than other
children and there is less proximity and positive
relationship with these children so mothers experience
more conflict with them.

Table 1. T-test results comparing the dimensions of child abuse and the parent-child relationship

variable M SD DF T Sig

emotional child abuse 6.7 7.2 59 7.2 0/0001

Child abuse physical child abuses 2.9 4.7 59 4.9 0/0001
neglect 0.9 2.9 59 24 0/01

proximity 7.9 5.6 59 11.01 0/0001

Child-parent conflict 231 14.2 59 12.6 0/0001
interaction dependency 1.03 5.09 59 15 0/1

positive relationship 25.6 20.4 59 9.7 0/0001

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Having a child with a learning disability causes a range
of negative emotions such as family stress, parental
conflicts and negative reactions in family members.
Due to spending more time with children, mothers
experience more stress in comparison with fathers.
Comparing their normal children with LD ones, these
mothers encounter lots of psychological reactions
including denial, anger, guilt and anxiety which affect
the quality of their relationship with their children and
children’s successful coping with their peers.
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