Journal of
Learning Disabilities

Autumn 2022. Vol 12. Issue 1

Research Paper 1| M
Comparison of Decision-Making Styles and Academic Boredom in Students with Crossmark
and without Special Academic Disabilities

Taghi Akbari ™ ®  Morteza Javidpour?® & Salim Kazemi® @

1. Associate Professor of Educational Administration, Department of Educational Sciences, Mohaghegh Ardabili University, Ardabil, Iran.
2. Ph.D Student in Educational Administration, Department of Educational Sciences, Mohaghegh Ardabili University, Ardabil, Iran.
3. Ph.D in Educational Administration, Department of Educational Sciences, Mohaghegh Ardabili University, Ardabil, Iran.

Use your device toscan

ettt one Akbari, T., Javidpour, M. & Kazemi, S. (2022). [Comparison of Decision-Making Styles and Academic Boredom in

[=] 815w Students with and without Special Academic Disabilities (Persian)]. Journal of Learning Disabilities, 12(1):22-32.
1

https://doi.org/10.22098/j1d.2022.9434.1943
d doi: 10.22098/j1d.2022.9434.1943

Article Info:

Received: 2021/08/22
Accepted: 2022/09/25
Available Online: 2022/12/19

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study was to compare decision-making style and academic boredom in
students with and without special disabilities.

The method of this study was comparative. The statistical population of this study included all
male students enrolled in the Learning Disabilities Center of Meshginshahr in the academic year of 2019-
2020. Thirty students were selected by available sampling method and 30 students were selected through
multi-stage clusters and matched with the learning disability group according to the demographic
characteristics of age and gender and as a comparison group. The two groups individually and with the
presence of the researcher answered the questionnaires of decision-making styles and academic boredom.
The collected data were analyzed using multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA).

The results showed that students with learning disabilities had average scores of rational
decision-making style (F= 9,088), intuitive decision-making style (F= 6.493), dependent decision-
making style (F=7.209), decision-making style. Instantaneous (F= 10.503) and academic boredom
(F=10.149) are significantly different from the normal group.

According to these results, in terms of application, it is recommended to hold educational
workshops on teaching problem-solving strategies and creating motivation to reduce academic boredom
by school counselors and psychologists.
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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction

achievement (American Psychiatric Association,
2013). Learning disabilities are caused by neural
differences in the structure and function of the
brain that affect a person's ability to receive,
store, process and retrieve information (Cortiella

pecific learning disability is a
developmental neurological disorder

that interferes with learning or the use
of academic skills such as reading,
writing, and solving math problems,
and it persists into adulthood and
adulthood through a series of
continuous or changing learning
problems and significantly is lower than
expected in the same age group and can
affect daily performance or academic
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& Horowitz, 2014). This is perceived as a
functional problem in learning processes and
related to a series of problems that most people
consider to basic learning functions that learned
automatically and done without investing
knowledge or effort (Pennington, et al, 2019).
People with learning disabilities need to work
hard, both in the process of gaining performance
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and in its ongoing performance. The complexity of
understanding and coping with learning disabilities
relate to the wide variety of disabilities and differences
between one person and another in pattern and severity
of deficiency (Lipka, Khouri & Shecter-Lerner, 2020;
Sarid, Meltzer, & Raveh, 2020). Beyond learning
difficulties, studies show that learning disabilities
touch on other aspects of a person's life. For example,
a longitudinal study found that the lives of adults who
were diagnosed with learning disabilities as children
were less likely to complete advanced degrees
compared to adults without learning disabilities and
had higher college dropout rates (Aro, Eklund,
Eloranta, €arhi, Korhonen, & et al, 2019). These
people face a wide range of scientific and emotional
problems during their university education (Goegan &
Daniels, 2020).

Among the various categories of education, due to the
number of students with learning disabilities including
the lack of proper decision-making in learning
situations that cause academic boredom, and because
students who fail in class, often They are reversed,
which increases the likelihood of dropping out.
Therefore, understanding the decision-making ability
of students with learning disabilities and assessing
their academic boredom is essential at this stage.
Accordingly, the present study aimed to compare
decision-making styles and academic boredom in
students with and without special learning disabilities.
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2. Materials and Methods

The research method used in this study applied in
terms of purpose and causal-comparative in nature.
The statistical population of this study included all
male students enrolled in the Learning Disabilities
Center of Meshginshahr in the academic year of 2019-
2020. Thirty students were selected by available
sampling method and 30 students were selected by
cluster random sampling from four first secondary
schools in Meshginshahr and were matched with the
disabled learning group.

3. Results

Thirty male students with learning disabilities with a
mean age of 14.12 and standard deviation of 1.35 and 30
normal male students with a mean age of 14.17 and
standard deviation of 1.00 participated in this study.
The results of Table 1 show that students with learning
disabilities in the mean scores of rational decision style
(F= 9.088), intuitive decision style (F= 6.493),
dependent decision style (F= 7.209), instant decision-
making style (F= 10.503) and academic boredom
variable (F= 10.149) are significantly different from the
normal group. In other words, students with learning
disabilities have higher mean scores of avoidant,
intuitive, instantaneous, dependent, and variable
academic boredom decision-making styles than the
normal group and lower than the normal group in the
logical decision-making style (P <0.001).

Table 1. Results of multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) test on the variables of academic boredom and decision-
making styles and its components in students with and without learning disabilities

Variable Component SS DF MS F P Eta
Logical 132/017 1 132/017 9/038 0/005 0/14

Intuitive 109/350 1 109/350 6/493 0/01 0/11

Decision styles Dependent 132/017 1 132/017 7/209 0/005 0/11
Fast 173/400 1 173/400 10/503 0/002 0/15

Avoidance 96/267 1 96/267 7/926 0/007 012

Academic boredom Academic boredom  2788/017 1 2788/017 10/149 0/001 0/15

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The aim of this study was to compare decision-making
styles and academic boredom in students with and
without special learning disabilities. The results of
MANOVA test showed that students with learning
disabilities had higher mean scores of avoidant,
intuitive, and immediate dependent decision-making
styles than the normal group and lower than the normal
group in the logical decision-making style (P <0.001).
Failure to conduct research on decision-making styles
and academic boredom in students with learning
disabilities did not allow the comparison of the results
of this study with previous research records. These

results are indirectly consistent with the findings of
Kirby et al (2010), AlDababneh et al (2018), Copkové
etal (2021).

In the rational decision-making style, the individual is
aware of all the solutions and knows what is the
consequences of each decision are and can organize
the results of the decision-making according to priority
(Copkova et al, 2021). According to this definition,
students with learning disabilities deprived of logical
thinking to solve their problem due to weakness in
their cognitive skills, and this behavior causes them to
make a large number of mistakes.

Akbari, T., etal. (2022). Comparison of Decision-Making Styles and Academic Boredom.... Journal of Learning Disabilities, 12 (1):22-32.
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4. Discussion and Conclusion

These types of students have difficulty making
decisions based on careful and in-depth reflection,
show recklessness, and act without reflection. Limited
research to students with learning disabilities in
Meshginshahr, lack of control over demographic
variables and lack of study of learning styles from the
perspective of students with learning disabilities were
the main limitations of the present study, which is
suggested in future studies in other geographical areas
and be implemented by controlling demographic
variables. Practically, it is recommended that school
counselors and school psychologists recommend
training workshops to teach problem-solving
strategies and motivate students to reduce academic
boredom.

Akbari, T., etal. (2022). Comparison of Decision-Making Styles and Academic Boredom.... Journal of Learning Disabilities, 12 (1):22-32.
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